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Gordon Smith
Selected Works on Paper

Gordon Smith
Untitled (Byway Trees), n.d.
Acrylic on Paper
28 15" x 36 1"

Sold

Based on the landscape surrounding Gordon Smith’s home in West Vancouver, Untitled (Byway Trees) offers a glimpse of
the view that the artist enjoyed for over fifty years. This piece has all the classic elements of a Smith Byway work: the tops
and bottoms of the trees extend beyond the edge of the paper while the ocean spreads from left to right. Works from this
series are clearly connected to Smith’s earliest modernist tree paintings of the 1950s where the vertical lines of the trees
create a staggered rhythm and the sky and ocean illuminate the areas in between like a stained-glass window.
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Gordon Smith
Reflections I, 2002
Acrylic on Paper
333%” x39 %"
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Since the mid-1990s, Gordon Smith has been painting ponds as subjects, working from both memories and photographs.
Reflections | shows Smith’s fascination with shifting fields of space and the relationship between landscape elements and
abstraction. The pond reflects the branches and leaves that hang above, and the water, trees, sky equally become pattern,
light, and lines. Gordon Smith makes use of the unpredictable qualities of paint to show the ways in which nature’s
patterns of growth, while seemingly random, have their own innate beauty and balance.
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Gordon Smith
Houlgate Creek IX Shannon Falls, c. 1990
Acrylic on Paper
28 %" x 36 5"

$30,000

Gordon Smith’s Houlgate Creek IX Shannon Falls has a spontaneous and unconstrained quality. The brushwork is loose
and exploratory as he takes his visual clues directly from the landscape through a free use of paint. The natural form of the
waterfall helps to drive the composition of the work as rock planes, forest vegetation and chunks of cascading water mix
together in a spontaneous handling of form. Smith’s fluid brushwork and rich colours capture the energy of the scene and
reflect the idiosyncrasies of the natural world.
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Gordon Smith
Reflections r, 2002
Acrylic on Paper
40 %" x 32 %"

Sold

Gordon Smith’s Reflections R pulls from the language of abstraction while being mindful of the evocative nature of the
surface of the water. Writer and critic Robert Enright has described works from Gordon Smith’s Pond series in the
following words: “The more you look at its compositional idiosyncrasies and the more you anticipate a pleasing symmetry,
the more persuasive is the realization of how Smith has drawn you into nature’s beautiful con-fusions.” By incorporating
the hazy reflection of the sky and branches otherwise not directly visible, Reflections R elaborates to include the world
outside of the painting.
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Gordon Smith
Untitled (Pond), c. 1996
Acrylic on Paper
43" x 30 %"
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In the mid-1990s, Gordon Smith began painting ponds as subjects, working from photographs and memory. In Untitled
(Pond), Smith’s interest in the interplay between landscape and abstraction is evident. The shoreline grasses and floating
lily pads are closely observed but remain at the edge of definition while there is the suggestion of entire fields of colour
below the surface. Smith’s exceptional handling of the brush allows him to respond to the dynamics of pigment and colour
as well as to the seasonal changes of the natural world.
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Gordon Smith (1919-2020) has been recognized as one of Canada’s most important modernists, working
continuously to expand the dialogue between abstraction and representation. Through his extensive and lengthy
career, his great respect for the natural world is in constant conversation with an aesthetic that is firmly exploratory
in nature.

Born in the UK, Gordon Smith immigrated to Canada in 1933 where he attended the Winnipeg School of Art. Upon
his return from fighting in WWII, he settled with his wife Marion in Vancouver, and graduated from the Vancouver
School of Art. His many major achievements include the creation of the Gordon and Marion Smith Foundation
(2002), Order of Canada (1996), Audain Prize for Lifetime Achievement in the Visual Arts (2007), and the Governor
General’s Award in the Visual and Media Arts (2009).

Gordon Smith’s work is included in numerous public collections, including the National Gallery Canada, Art Gallery of
Ontario, Museum of Modern Art (New York), Victoria and Albert Museum (London), and the Vancouver Art Gallery.
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